1. That it leads to impaired nutrition of the nerve centres. 2. That it is a fertile cause of neuralgia, vertigo and indigestion. 8 That it irritates the mouth and throat, and thus destroys the purity of the voice. 4. That, by excitation of the optic nerve, it produces amaurosis and other defects of vision. Curiously enough, the three patients were dentists, engaged in the active duties-of their profession. It appears exceedingly probable that this painful affection may be explained by the fact that when dentists operate they always stand at the right side of the patient, consequently, when manipulating cavities in teeth difficult of access it is necessary to throw themselves into a constrained attitude, whereby the lumbar vertebrae are siightly flexed anteriorly, but flexed laterally to a considerable degree. It is necessary, sometimes, to maintain this cramped position for long periods, the temporary distortion being even more exaggerated when the dental engine is being used. These combined flexions cause their lumbar nerves to become congested, irritated and possibly injuriously nipped as they pass through intervertebral foramina, thus giving rise to the symptoms detailed above.?Dr. J. B. Sutton in London Lancet.
